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“Itwassomuch thathe
had toworkitoff by doing
commercial appearances

for thephone company.”

Ricky Ponting recalling Phil Hughes huge
phone bill after his first Tour to England.

&
L 4

[n a week where Australia’s
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Stephanie Gilmore claimed
the world’s biggest prize in
womens’ surfing, another rising

star from Anglesea was making
waves in a different category.
Sam Suendermann’s qualification
for the World Longboard
Championships in China was

30 unexpected she phoned her
mother to check no one was
olaying a prank on her.

Earlier this month the
2l-year-old was wrapping up a
year studying in Suva, Fiji, when
she received an email telling
aer she had qualified based on
aer ranking in the Longboard
Qualifying Series last year.

The Victoria University
student was taking a break
from surfing, despite choosing
Fiji for her student exchange
oecause there are waves, and the
world title was the last thing on
aer mind. Suendermann most
cecently competed at the national
sitles in August, 2013, where she
was in first place until the last
30 seconds when she was pushed
down into third.

“I was disappointed in myself
and chose to have a break from
zompetition,” she said, despite

minute to midnight for...

Carltondraftee Blaine
Boekhorst’s twitter account

Juring a bad game against the Magpies
‘he No.19 pick posted: “The whole
_arlton team need to go or Mick
Malthouse) does.”

NATAGE B020

winning the Victorian state title
the same year. “I haven’t been in
a competition since and I've been
living in Fiji and adjusting to a
slower lifestyle.”

Suendermann reckons
the relaxed approach to her
longboarding career may be just
the reason luck shone on her.

“You can try really hard and
sometimes the universe doesn’t
deliver,” she said. “Other times
you can relax and the universe
will give you what you want.”

Because Suendermann
finished fifth in the 2013 series,
and qualification for the world
titles goes to the top-two ranked
surfers, she assumed she was out
of contention. That was until she
learned one woman dropped out,
one earned a wildcard entry and
one qualified through another
contest, meaning fifth place was
high enough for entry to the
titles, which start December 4, at
Hainan Island.

“It totally came out of the
blue,” said Suendermann, who
has been in Vanuatu training for
the past two weeks. Now she is
the only Victorian and one of four
Australians hoping to make their
dreams come true on the world
stage. Suendermann’s focus has
been to get plenty of time in the
water, often enjoying three-hour
surfs, and relying on the locals to
provide a competitive push each
day in the busy waves. “It’s like
you’re practising being hassled

Until tragedy strikes, in
asporting sense it’s

often easy to forget

the work done

by the nation’s

paramedics,

nurses and

doctors.

With this

week’s spotlight on Phillip
Hughes’ accident, it’s worth
recalling that the local heroes
in our hospitals back up to deal
with similar trauma every day
of the week.

in a contest,” she said of the busy
lineup.

Suendermann says her friends
and family are her inspiration “by
how caring and generous they
are”.

“And living in the Pacific, it’s
such a different lifestyle. “(My
host) family and friends have
taught me so much. They don’t
have much but what they give
with their hearts is so amazing.
They can teach me much more
than a celebrity I don’t even
know.”

While Suendermann is excited
to be representing Australia,
she is also keeping a handle on
worrying about the outcome.

‘Ilike to just go
in and not think
ahead.

Sam Suendermann

“I like to just go in and not
think ahead ... to just kind of live
in the moment,” she said. “Every
now and again I get really excited
but then I try to tone it down and
not worry about the future.”

Suendermann’s Fiji adventure
followed two months in South
America volunteering for
children’s charity Mission
Mexico,where she helped out
in an orphanage and taught
surfing to the kids. She has also

consecutive
games on Sunday
for Mount Eliza

500

&2 Cricket Club great John Woods.

years and 8 weeks is how
long it has taken Woods
to reach the milestone.
1 99 ’ Woods’ finest
moment

when he flew 16,000 miles from his
wife’s side on holidays in Rome so
he could continue his unbroken run
of appearances. The match was
washed out.

was perhaps

runs surfing days in Fiji for both
children and adults and has a
particular passion for getting
women involved in surfing.

Because she has been away
from Australia and not earning
an income, Suendermann has to
rely on her family to support her
bid for world glory. While she is
sponsored by Pieter Surfboards
- who provides her boards - and
SHE Project, where she is a team
rider, everything else comes
out of hers and her supporters’
pockets.

“It’s really hard because
we (women longboarders) are
bottom of the rank,” she said,
adding how grateful she was to
her sponsors and supporters and
without a hint of a whine. Instead
she talked about her surfing love
affair which, she said, officially
began when she was 12 years
old, although her mother Kate
Sullivan first took her out on a
board when she was four.

Eight years later, on a
memorable day, she finally
understood the joy her mother
talked about. “It was at
Thirteenth Beach (near Barwon
Heads) and, before that, I’d never
been on really good waves,” she
said. “It was perfect. The sun
was out, the water was clear
and, while the waves weren’t
really big, they were peeling out
perfectly.

“Since then, I've always just
chased that perfect wave.”

SEPARATED

AT BIRTH

Steve from Notting Hill noticed
Maggie Simpson’s long-time
nemesis Gerald Samson shares a
distinct physical trait with one of
the “babies” of the NBA: 21-year-
old New Orleans Pelican Anthony
“The Brow” Davis.

FROM THE
CHEAPSEATS

LEAPING LARRY’S WEEK

The stunner

As madcap whirligigs go, the first half of
Victory v Adelaide on Friday night was
definitely one of them. The Reds were
so determined that their opposition
wouldn’t score that they put two into
their own net. Coaches kicked the ball
at each other and pulled extraordinary
faces. Officials detected and neglected
free kicks and penalties on an excitingly
random schedule. Lucy Zelic remained
unswervingly pleasant. 3-2 at half

time! It was all going on. It was like
WrestleMania had come four months
early, only with no wrestling and much
more soccer.

The snoozer

The science behind ice-baths perhaps
lacks for utter fascination.

The yak attack

We heard a great deal about the AFL
draft and the young tearaways engaged
therein. Who knows, at AFL level what
these kids will do and whether No.7

will turn out better than No.3? (Kevin
Sheehan to oneside.) It’s possible we
get some indication from the positions
listed for the guys in the media. Oneis
amidfield player whois also a one-

kick goal specialist and polished key
defender, apparently. The nextis an
in-and-under tagging type whois also
aroaming forward ace, has atruck
licence, canrun a specialist medical
library, is a dab-hand at the tango, and
enjoys long walks on the beach onrainy
days. Yeah, we’ll see in the big league.

How far the cherry?

The AFL eurekas up a proposal to
make available unused members’
seats to the public and the reaction is
like they just invented a rounder and
better version of the wheel, which
also cures ageing and makes the ARIA
Awards less buffoon-flavoured by up
to 50 per cent. ANYONE looking at
those big match crowds and seeing
the gaps in the “usual suspects”

areas has been yelling this for years.
Frankly, at home, if you’d held off
fixing the screen door for 15 years of
nagging and then you finally did it,
the household headlines would hardly
read: “Screen door masterstroke
hailed by all”.

Bozo of the week

At 62 years old going on 97 by the

looks, actor Mickey Rourke took to the
pro boxing ring in Russia to “fight” the
profoundly anonymous Elliott Seymour
ina contest that bordered on the
undetectable. It looked like nothing on
Earth. After round one, the telecast stats
showed Rourke landed one jab out of six
thrown and four of five power punches.
(A couple of those perhaps lost in
satellite transmission.) The other chap
had jab stats of 1/9 and power-punch
stats of O/0. In boxing terms, technically
he was a spectator. Inround two,
Seymour, felldown twice in the vicinity
of Rourke waving his arms at him and
theref called it off and declared Rourke
the winner. The crowd was laughing, the
ref was laughing and the commentators
could scarcely draw breath. Clearly this
heralded a new golden erain Russian
comedy.

Reader feedback

“Saw on the news yesterday that over
100 people becameill after dining ata
Sandown greyhound meeting. Thisis
extraordinary news - over 100 people
actually turning up to a greyhound

race meeting! Now we know where all
those fans who deserted the recent Oz v
Proteas one-day series went.”

IAN KENINS, EMAIL

(Send feedback to: leapso@hotmail.com)



